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Geography and Ethnology, was eminently successful, al-
though our proceedings were necessarily clouded by the
catastrophe of poor Speke's death.

" I have suggested the erection of a monument to his
memory, and hope we may get enough to have an obelisk
or something appropriate raised. I attended his funeral,
and it was a very touching scene to see all the country
folks out and the poor father weeping as he followed
the coffin of his daring and intrepid son to the grave.
Grant, his companion, came from the Highlands expressly for
the purpose. These explorers have done so much honour to
the Indian army that I hope their companions in arms will
respond to my call (see my letter, Times, 27th September)/'

The home holidays were sometimes given to amusements
not by any means scientific. For example, in the autumn
of 1858, he paid a visit to Lord Derby, and there saw English
statesmen in a light quite new to him. Erom the full notes
which he made of this visit, he evidently considered its
details worthy of preservation. The Social' Science Con-
gress, with Lord Brougham at its head, had met at Liverpool,
and after its sittings, some of its members were invited
by the Tory Premier to Knowsley, where also Murchison
arrived about the same time, and found, that among the
guests were " Lord and Lady John Eussell, with their daugh-
ters, and Lord Carlisle, both of them "Whig statesmen, who
have been spouting the whole week on social science with
Brougham and his allies at Liverpool, forming now part
of a happy family with Derby and "Walpole of the present
Government."

After dinner the party, sixteen in number, set to at high
jinks in the drawing-room.    " The games began by a name- or
with a paper by Lord Lovaine on newly discovered pile lake-not known she was alive."e that time has gradually risen to hold a foremost place among
